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Radicalization in Light of the
Developments in Egypt:

Challenges to Effective
International Cooperation
by Irakli Mchedlishvili
Background

In the decade after 9/11, many countries perceived terrorism and especially Islamic terrorism as one of the main threats
to national and international security and stability.16 The Greater Middle East was perceived as a region where Al Qaeda
and similar organizations had the strongest foothold.17
EƵŵĞƌŽƵƐ ĨĂĐƚŽƌƐ͕ ŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐ /ƌĂŶ͛Ɛ ϭϵϳϵ ƌĞǀŽůƵƚŝŽŶ ĂŶĚ ĐŽŶǀĞƌƐŝŽŶ ŝŶƚŽ Ă ƚŚĞŽĐƌĂƚŝĐ ƐƚĂƚĞ ĂŶĚ ƚŚĞ dĂůŝďĂŶ͛Ɛ
coming to power in Afghanistan in 1996, created the impression that other countries in the region without a strong ruler
or regime could easily fall into the hands of radical Islamic forces. Consequently, the international community chose to
look at many authoritarian regimes of the region as partners or allies in the fight against radicalization
and terrorism.18
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One example of this attŝƚƵĚĞĐĂŶďĞƐĞĞŶŝŶƚŚŝƐƋƵŽƚĞĨƌŽŵŚƌŝƐƚŽƉŚĞƌĞŶŶĞƚƚ͗͞ĚĂǇĂĨƚĞƌŚŝũĂĐŬĞƌƐĨůĞǁĐŽŵŵĞƌĐŝĂůĂŝƌůŝŶĞƌƐ
into the World Trade Center in New York and the Pentagon in Washington, the Allies responded by invoking Article 5 of the
Washington Treaty for the first time in the Alliance's history. And by agreeing that a terrorist attack by a non-state actor should
trigger NATO's collective self-defence obligation, the Alliance had, in effect, mandated itself to make combating terrorism an
enduring NATO mission.͟͞/ŶƚĞƌƉƌĞƚŝŶŐWƌĂŐƵĞ͗ŽŵďĂƚŝŶŐdĞƌƌŽƌŝƐŵ͕͟ NATO Review, Spring 2003,
http://www.nato.int/docu/review/2003/issue1/english/art2.html/, (accessed Dec. 5, 2011).
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Evidence of this view can be found in many places, such as the Wikipedia entry on Al Qaeda, whŝĐŚŝŶĐůƵĚĞƐƚŚŝƐƉĂƐƐĂŐĞ͗͞KƚŚĞƌƐ͕
however, see Al-Qaeda as an integrated network that is strongly led from the Pakistani tribal areas and has a powerful strategic
ƉƵƌƉŽƐĞ͙͘ů-Qaeda has the following direct franchises: Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula, which comprises Al-Qaeda in Saudi
Arabia; Islamic Jihad of Yemen; Al-Qaeda in Iraq; Al-Qaeda Organization in the Islamic Maghreb; Harakat al-Shabaab Mujahideen in
^ŽŵĂůŝĂ͖ŐǇƉƚŝĂŶ/ƐůĂŵŝĐ:ŝŚĂĚ͖>ŝďǇĂŶ/ƐůĂŵŝĐ&ŝŐŚƚŝŶŐ'ƌŽƵƉ͘͟͞ů-YĂĞĚĂ͟ŝŶWikipedia, (last modified Dec. 3, 2011),
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Al-Qaeda, (accessed Dec. 5, 2011)͘ŶĚĨƌŽŵĂŶŽƚŚĞƌĂƌƚŝĐůĞ͕͞&ŽƌŵĞƌ/ĂŶĂůǇƐƚDŝĐŚĂĞů^ĐŚĞƵĞƌ͕ǁŚŽ
led the CIA's hunt for Osama Bin Laden, states that terrorist attacksͶspecifically Al Qaeda attacks on AmericaͶare not motivated
by a religiously-inspired hatred of American culture or religion, but by the belief that U.S. foreign policy has oppressed, killed, or
ŽƚŚĞƌǁŝƐĞŚĂƌŵĞĚDƵƐůŝŵƐŝŶƚŚĞDŝĚĚůĞĂƐƚ͘͟͞/ƐůĂŵŝĐdĞƌƌŽƌŝƐŵ͕͟ŝŶWikipedia, (last modified Nov. 30, 2011),
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Islamic_terrorism, (accessed Dec. 5, 2011).
18

ĐĐŽƌĚŝŶŐƚŽůǀŝƐĞƌŵĞůůŝŶŝ͕͞ƐŝƚǁĂƐŵĞŶƚŝŽŶĞĚďǇƚŚĞŶůĂƌŐĞŵĞŶƚĐŽŵŵŝƐƐŝŽŶĞƌ͕^ƚĞĨĂŶ&ƵůĞƐĂŝĚƚŚĞhƐŚŽƵůĚƌĞĂĐŚŽƵƚ to
'the crowds in the streets of Tunis, Cairo and elsewhere' rather than interact 'with dictators who are, as we speak, spilling the blood
of their own people with utter disregard for human life. We must show humility about the past ... Too many of us fell prey to the
16
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,ŽƐŶŝDƵďĂƌĂŬ͛ƐŐǇƉƚwas an active member of the international community in the fight against terrorism, and
Egypt is a major non-NATO ally to the United States.19 Egypt was a natural ally in the war against terrorism as the
country had long been targeted by terrorist groups. Various radical organizations acting in the country include what
ĞǆƉĞƌƚƐƐĂǇŝƐůYĂĞĚĂ͛ƐĚŝƌĞĐƚĨƌĂŶĐŚŝƐĞ͕ƚŚĞŐǇƉƚŝĂŶ/ƐůĂŵŝĐ:ŝŚĂĚ͕ĂŶĚŐǇƉƚŚĂƐďĞĞŶƚŚĞƚĂƌŐĞƚŽĨƚĞƌƌŽƌŝƐƚĂƚƚĂĐŬƐĂƚ
least seven times since 2001.20 Due partly to these reasons, Western financial and military support of Egypt and
ƉĂƌƚŝĐƵůĂƌůǇ DƵďĂƌĂŬ͛Ɛ ƌĞŐŝŵĞ ǁĂƐ ƐƵďƐƚĂŶƚŝĂů͘ ŐǇƉƚ ĨŽƌ ŵĂŶǇ ǇĞĂƌƐ ƌĞĐĞŝǀĞĚ ŵŽƌĞ ƚŚĂŶ ŽŶĞ ďŝůůŝŽŶ ĚŽůůĂƌƐ ĂŶŶƵĂůůǇ
from the U.S., making it second only to Israel in the amount of foreign aid provided.21

Expectations and the Reality
Naturally, when unrest began in Egypt in 2011, many observers expected it to lead to a confrontation between secular
ĨŽƌĐĞƐŝŶŐǇƉƚ͛ƐƌƵůŝŶŐŐƌŽƵƉĂŶĚDƵďĂƌĂŬ͛ƐƌĞŐŝŵĞ͕ǁŚŽǁŽƵůĚĂƚƚĞŵƉƚƚŽŵĂŝŶƚĂŝŶƚŚĞƐƚĂďŝůŝƚǇŽĨƚŚĞĐŽƵŶƚƌǇ͕ĂŶĚ
pro-Islamic, radical groups, who would push Egypt toward radicalization and instability.22 However, the reality
appeared different.

assumption that authoritarian regimes were a guarantee of stability in the region,' he told the European Parliament. ... His words
echoed EU President Herman Van Rompuy's frank admission that the West had turned a blind eye to Mubarak's autocratic ways
because he was a key moderating influence in the Middle East peace process. ... 'Until just a few weeks ago, Egypt was certainly not
ĂŶŝƐƐƵĞ͕ĐĞƌƚĂŝŶůǇŶŽƚŝŶƚĞƌŵƐŽĨŚƵŵĂŶƌŝŐŚƚƐ͘WĞŽƉůĞƉƌĞĨĞƌƌĞĚƐƚĂďŝůŝƚǇ͕ΖsĂŶZŽŵƉƵǇƐĂŝĚůĂƐƚŵŽŶƚŚ͘͟Alvise Armellini, ͞EU
preparing ĨƌĞƐŚEŽƌƚŚĨƌŝĐĂƉŽůŝĐǇ͕ďƵƚĐĂŶŝƚĚĞůŝǀĞƌ͍͕͟Monsters and Critics, March 2, 2011,
http://www.monstersandcritics.com/news/middleeast/news/article_1623194.php/ANALYSIS-EU-preparing-fresh-North-Africapolicy-but-can-it-deliver, (accessed Dec. 5, 2011).
19

͞DĂũŽƌŶŽŶ-NATO ally (MNNA) is a designation given by the United States government to close allies who have strategic working
relationships with US armed forces but are not members of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization. ... Initial MNNAs were Australia,
ŐǇƉƚ͕/ƐƌĂĞů͕:ĂƉĂŶ͕ĂŶĚ^ŽƵƚŚ<ŽƌĞĂ͘͟͞DĂũŽƌEŽŶ-EdKůůǇ͕͟ŝŶWikipedia, (last modified Nov. 29, 2011),
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Major_non-NATO_ally, (accessed Dec. 5, 2011).
20

Egypt has been a target of terrorist attacks at least seven times since 2001: 2004 Sinai bombings, April 2005 terrorist attacks in
Cairo, 2005 Sharm el-Sheikh attacks, 2006 Dahab bombings, 2008 Sudan kidnapping, 2009 Khan el-Khalili bombing, 2011 al-Qidiseen
ĐŚƵƌĐŚďŽŵďŝŶŐ͘^ĞĞ͞dĞƌƌŽƌŝƐŵŝŶŐǇƉƚ͕͟ŝŶWikipedia, (last modified Oct. 4, 2011),
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Terrorism_in_Egypt, (accessed Dec. 5, 2011).
21

ƵƌƚdĂƌŶŽĨĨĂŶĚ>ĂƌƌǇEŽǁĞůƐ͕͞&ŽƌĞŝŐŶŝĚ͗Ŷ/ŶƚƌŽĚƵĐƚŽƌǇKǀĞƌǀŝĞǁŽĨh͘^͘WƌŽŐƌĂŵƐĂŶĚWŽůŝĐǇ͕͟Congressional Research
Center, Report for Congress (last updated April 15, 2004), retrieved from http://fpc.state.gov/documents/organization/31987.pdf,
(accessed Dec. 5, 2011).
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/ůĂŶĞƌŵĂŶǁƌŝƚĞƐ͕͞ĐĐŽƌĚŝŶŐƚŽĂWĞǁŽƉŝŶŝŽŶƐƵƌǀĞǇŽĨŐǇƉƚŝĂŶƐĨƌŽŵ:ƵŶĞϮϬϭϬ͕ϱϵƉĞƌĐĞŶƚƐĂŝĚƚŚĞǇďĂĐŬ/ƐůĂŵŝƐƚƐ͘KŶůǇ
27% said they back modernizers. Half of Egyptians support Hamas. Thirty percent support Hezbollah and 20% support al Qaida.
DŽƌĞŽǀĞƌ͕ϵϱйŽĨƚŚĞŵǁŽƵůĚǁĞůĐŽŵĞ/ƐůĂŵŝĐŝŶĨůƵĞŶĐĞŽǀĞƌƚŚĞŝƌƉŽůŝƚŝĐƐ͙ŝŐŚƚǇƚǁŽƉĞƌĐĞŶƚŽĨŐǇƉƚŝĂŶƐƐƵƉƉŽƌƚĞǆĞĐƵƚŝŶŐ
adulterers by stoning, 77% support whipping and cutting the hands off thieves. 84% support executing any Muslim who changes his
religion. ... Egyptian values, in other words, are far from liberalͶeven if some of the protesters currently out in the streets might be.
This, of course, runs counter to the idea that has taken hold in many quarters: that the end of the Mubarak era will inexorably lead
ƚŽĚĞŵŽĐƌĂĐǇŝŶƚŚĞŚĞĂƌƚŽĨƚŚĞƌĂďǁŽƌůĚ͘ƵƚŶƵŵďĞƌƐĚŽŶ͛ƚůŝĞ͖ŐǇƉƚŝĂŶƐŽĐŝĞƚǇĂƐĂǁŚŽůĞŝƐďŽƚŚƌĞůŝŐŝŽƵƐĂŶĚĚĞĞƉůǇ
ĐŽŶƐĞƌǀĂƚŝǀĞ͘͟/ůĂŶĞƌŵĂŶ͕͞tŚĂƚŐǇƉƚŝĂŶƐtĂŶƚ͗EŽƚtĞƐƚĞƌŶ-^ƚǇůĞĞŵŽĐƌĂĐǇ͕͟Forbes, Feb. 2, 2011,
http://blogs.forbes.com/ilanberman/2011/02/02/what-egyptians-want-not-western-style-democracy/, (accessed Dec. 5, 2011).
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Protesters in the streets were ordinary people who demanded democracy, freedom, and the abolishment of the
dictatorship oĨDƵďĂƌĂŬ͛ƐƌĞŐŝŵĞ͘23 Radical Muslim forces had almost no role in the protests. For example, the Muslim
Brotherhood, which was considered the biggest and best-organized
ŐƌŽƵƉ ŽƉƉŽƐŝŶŐ DƵďĂƌĂŬ͛Ɛ ƌĞŐŝŵĞ͕ ŝŶŝƚŝĂůůǇ ĚŝĚ ŶŽƚ ĞǀĞŶ ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ ƚŚĞ
protesters. When they finally joined, their position could hardly be
seen as seeking specific Islamic objectives.24
At the same time, the local government, which initially was
considered as a guarantor of peace and stability, began aggravating
the situation: radical groups of ĐŝǀŝůŝĂŶ ͞DƵďĂƌĂŬ͛Ɛ ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚĞƌƐ͕͟ Žƌ

͙͞Mubarak͛s supporters͟ ͙
began attacking peaceful

protestors͙ǁŚŝůĞůĂǁĞŶĨŽƌĐĞŵĞŶƚ
personnel did nothing to avoid
mass violence.

more precisely, radical groups of plainclothes security forces, began
attacking peaceful protestorsͶthrowing the whole country into a violent confrontation, while law enforcement
personnel did nothing to avoid mass violence. As a result of these clashes, many peaceful Egyptian citizens were killed
and wounded.25 ƵĞ ƚŽ ƚŚĞ ŐŽǀĞƌŶŵĞŶƚ͛Ɛ ͞ŶĞƵƚƌĂůŝƚǇ͟ ĂŶĚ ďĞĐĂƵƐĞ ŵĂŶǇ ŽĨ ƚŚĞ ƌĂĚŝĐĂůƐ ĂƚƚĂĐŬŝŶŐ ƉĞĂĐĞĨƵů
demonstrators turned out to have police and security agency ID cards,26 most observers believe the radical groups
ĂƚƚĂĐŬŝŶŐƉĞĂĐĞĨƵůĚĞŵŽŶƐƚƌĂƚŽƌƐǁĞƌĞŽƌĐŚĞƐƚƌĂƚĞĚďǇDƵďĂƌĂŬ͛ƐƉŽůŝĐĞĂŶĚƚŚĞƐĞĐƵƌŝƚǇƐƚƌƵĐƚƵƌĞƐ͘27

23

͞'ƌŝĞǀĂŶĐĞƐŽĨŐǇƉƚŝĂŶƉƌŽƚĞsters focused on legal and political issues including police brutality, state of emergency laws, lack of
free elections and freedom of speech, uncontrollable corruption, as well as economic issues including high unemployment, food
price inflation, and low minimum wages. The primary demands from protest organizers are the end of the Hosni Mubarak regime,
the end of emergency law, freedom, justice, a responsive non-military government, and a say in the management of Egypt's
resources. Strikes by labor unions ĂĚĚĞĚƚŽƚŚĞƉƌĞƐƐƵƌĞŽŶŐŽǀĞƌŶŵĞŶƚŽĨĨŝĐŝĂůƐ͘͟͞ϮϬϭϭŐǇƉƚŝĂŶZĞǀŽůƵƚŝŽŶ͕͟ŝŶWikipedia, (last
modified Dec. 1, 2011), http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Egyptian_revolution_of_2011, (accessed Dec. 5, 2011).
24

͞dŚĞƌĞĨƵƐĂůŽĨƚŚĞDƵƐůŝŵƌŽƚŚĞƌŚŽŽĚƚŽũŽŝŶƚŚĞ demonstrations at the beginning (it only joined them when they started to
ƐƵĐĐĞĞĚ͙͊ůĞĚŵĂŶǇƚŽƉĞƌĐĞŝǀĞŝƚĂƐĂŐƌŽƵƉŽĨƉŽůŝƚŝĐĂůŽƉƉŽƌƚƵŶŝƐƚƐ͘dŚĞDƵƐůŝŵƌŽƚŚĞƌŚŽŽĚŚĂĚŶŽŽƚŚĞƌŽƉƚŝŽŶďƵƚƚŽĂƌrange
a few separate insignificant parallel demonstrations. It is important to note that the prayers that were held during the protests
ƌĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĞĚĂĐŽŵŵŽŶƌŝƚƵĂůůĞǀĞůŽĨ/ƐůĂŵƌĂƚŚĞƌƚŚĂŶĂŶŝĚĞŽůŽŐŝĐĂůŵŽǀĞŵĞŶƚďĞůŽŶŐŝŶŐƚŽƚŚĞDƵƐůŝŵƌŽƚŚĞƌŚŽŽĚ͕͟dĂǁĨŝŬ
,ĂŵŝĚ͕͞WůĂǇŝŶŐŚĞƐƐǁŝƚŚƚŚĞDƵƐůŝŵƌŽƚŚĞƌŚŽŽĚ͕͟The Jerusalem Post, Feb. 07, 2011, http://www.jpost.com/Opinion/OpĚŽŶƚƌŝďƵƚŽƌƐͬƌƚŝĐůĞ͘ĂƐƉǆ͍ŝĚсϮϬϳϮϱϭ͕;ĂĐĐĞƐƐĞĚĞĐ͘ϱ͕ϮϬϭϭͿ͘KƌƐĞĞ,ĞďĂ&ĂŚŵǇ͕͞DƵƐůŝŵƌŽƚŚĞƌŚŽŽĚZĞĐŽŶƐŝĚĞƌƐZĞĨƵƐĂůƚŽ
WĂƌƚŝĐŝƉĂƚĞŝŶ:ĂŶϮϱĞŵŽ͕͟Daily News Egypt, Jan. 20, 2011, http://www.thedailynewsegypt.com/egypt/muslim-brotherhoodreconsiders-refusal-to-participate-in-jan-25-demo.html, (accessed Dec. 5, 2011).
25

͞Ǉϭ&ĞďƌƵĂƌǇ͕ƚŚĞƉƌŽƚĞƐƚƐŚĂĚůĞĨƚĂƚůĞĂƐƚϭϮϱƉĞŽƉůĞĚĞĂĚ͕ĂůƚŚŽƵŐŚ,ƵŵĂŶZŝŐŚƚƐtĂƚĐŚƐĂŝĚƚŚĂƚhE,ŝŐŚŽŵŵŝssioner for
Human Rights Navi Pillay claimed that as many as 300 people may have died in the unrest. This unconfirmed tally included 80
Human Rights Watch-verified deaths at two Cairo hospitals, 36 in Alexandria, and 13 in the port city of Suez, amongst others; over
ϯ͕ϬϬϬƉĞŽƉůĞǁĞƌĞĂůƐŽƌĞƉŽƌƚĞĚĂƐŝŶũƵƌĞĚ͘͟ZĞƚƌŝĞǀĞĚĨƌŽŵƚŚĞtŝŬŝƉĞĚŝĂ͕ƚŚĞĨƌĞĞĞŶĐǇĐůŽƉĞĚŝĂ͘͞ϮϬϭϭŐǇƉƚŝĂŶZĞǀŽůƵƚŝŽŶ͕͟ in
Wikipedia, (last modified Dec. 1, 2011), http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Egyptian_revolution_of_2011, (accessed Dec. 5, 2011).

26

The Toronto Star ƐŚŽǁĞĚƉŚŽƚŽƐǁŝƚŚƚŚŝƐĞǆƉůĂŶĂƚŝŽŶ͗͞/͘͘ĐĂƌĚƐŽĨŵĞŵďĞƌƐŽĨƚŚĞDŝŶŝƐƚƌǇŽĨƚŚĞ/ŶƚĞƌŝŽƌƉŽůŝĐĞĨŽƌĐĞƚŚĂƚĂŶƚŝgovernment protesters say they confiscated from pro-Mubarak militias they capturedͶalong with weaponsͶduring violent clashes
tĞĚŶĞƐĚĂǇŶŝŐŚƚ͟ĂůŽŶŐǁŝƚŚĂƐƚŽƌǇďǇ^ĂŶĚƌŽŽŶƚĞŶƚĂ͕͞tĞ,ĂǀĞWƌŽŽĨDƵďĂƌĂŬKƌĐŚĞƐƚƌĂƚĞĚůĂƐŚĞƐ͕WƌŽƚĞƐƚĞƌƐ^ĂǇ͕͟The
18
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Pro-government demonstrators, bottom, and anti-government demonstrators, top, clash in Tahrir Square. Source: AP
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28

This was NOT Mubarak͛s regime attempting to guarantee
the peace and stability͙
In fact, it would be more accurate to say the battle came to be between

ordinary people who were calling for freedom͙
against the Mubarak regime, which manipulated radical forces and
pushed the country toward radicalization.

Toronto Star, Feb. 03, 2011, http://www.thestar.com/news/world/article/933158--we-have-proof-mubarak-orchestrated-clashesprotesters-say, (accessed Dec. 5, 2011).
27

͞sŝŽůĞŶĐĞĞƐĐĂůĂƚĞĚĂƐǁĂǀĞƐŽĨDƵďĂƌĂŬƐƵƉƉŽƌƚĞƌƐŵĞƚĂŶƚŝ-government protesters, and some Mubarak supporters rode on
camels and horses into Tahrir Square. The clashes were believed to have been orchestrated by Habib El Adly, and there were
hundreds of casualties. ... Incidents of violence toward journalists and reporters escalated amid speculation that the violence was
ďĞŝŶŐĂĐƚŝǀĞůǇĂŐŐƌĂǀĂƚĞĚďǇDƵďĂƌĂŬĂƐĂǁĂǇƚŽĞŶĚƚŚĞƉƌŽƚĞƐƚƐ͘͟͞ϮϬϭϭŐǇƉƚŝĂŶZĞǀŽůƵƚŝŽŶ͕͟ŝŶWikipedia, (last modified Dec. 1,
2011), http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Egyptian_revolution_of_2011, (accessed Dec. 5, 2011).

28

͞ϱϬϬн/ŶũƵƌĞĚŝŶsŝŽůĞŶƚĂŝƌŽůĂƐŚ͕͟Daily Telegraph, Feb. 03, 2011, http://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/mubarak-supportersbattle-protesters/story-fn6e1m7z-1225999180242, (accessed Dec. 5, 2011).
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CTX

As the revolution in Egypt unfolded, it became evident that this was not the battle that had been expected. This
ǁĂƐEKdDƵďĂƌĂŬ͛ƐƌĞŐŝŵĞĂƚƚĞŵƉƚŝŶŐƚŽŐƵĂƌĂŶƚĞĞƚŚĞƉĞĂĐĞĂŶĚƐƚĂďŝůŝƚǇŽĨƚŚĞĐŽƵŶƚƌǇĂŶĚƚŚĞƌĞŐŝŽŶ͕ǁŚŝůĞďĂƚƚůŝŶŐ
radical Islamic groups and a radicalized population trying to push the country toward confrontation and instability. In
fact, it would be more accurate to say the battle came to be between ordinary people who were calling for freedom,
democracy, and stability, against the Mubarak regime, which manipulated radical forces and pushed the country toward
radicalization.

Expected
Ruling
Group

People / Demos

Stability

Radicalization

Observed
Ruling
Group

People / Demos

Stability

Radicalization

Figure 1. ǆƉĞĐƚĂƚŝŽŶƐ ďĞĨŽƌĞ ƚŚĞ ƵŶƌĞƐƚƐ ŝŶ ŐǇƉƚ ǁĞƌĞ ƚŚĂƚ DƵďĂƌĂŬ͛Ɛ ƌƵůŝŶŐ ŐƌŽƵƉ ǁŽƵůĚ ďĞ Ă ŐƵĂƌĂŶƚĞĞ ŽĨ ƉĞĂĐĞ ĂŶĚ
stability, while the population of Egypt ǁĂƐ ƉĞƌĐĞŝǀĞĚ ĂƐ ƉƌŝŵĞĚ ĨŽƌ ƌĂĚŝĐĂůŝǌĂƚŝŽŶ͘ /Ŷ ƌĞĂůŝƚǇ͕ ĚƵƌŝŶŐ ƚŚĞ ƵŶƌĞƐƚ͕ ŐǇƉƚ͛Ɛ
ƉŽƉƵůĂƚŝŽŶ ĂƉƉĞĂƌĞĚ ƚŽ ďĞ ŝŶĐůŝŶĞĚ ƚŽ ƉĞĂĐĞ͕ ƐƚĂďŝůŝƚǇ͕ ĂŶĚ ĚĞŵŽĐƌĂĐǇ͕ ǁŚŝůĞ DƵďĂƌĂŬ͛Ɛ ƌĞŐŝŵĞ ďĞĐĂŵĞ Ă ĨĂĐƚŽƌ ŽĨ
radicalization and instability.
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Necessity for Strategy Change
The difference between the expectations and the reality in Egypt (and in the Middle East in general)29 should prompt the
international community to devise a new strategy and a new approach to combat radicalization and strengthen the
stability of the region. Old strategies based mainly on supporting the usually corrupt ruling group should be modified or
abandoned. Instead, the international community should think about new strategies which could be oriented more to
support the whole society (e.g., via civil society organizations), rather than only the local ruling groups.
According the new strategy, the international community should direct its main efforts toward increasing the
ůŽĐĂůƉŽƉƵůĂƚŝŽŶ͛ƐĐĂƉĂďŝůŝƚǇƚŽǁŝƚŚƐƚĂŶĚƌĂĚŝĐĂůŝǌĂƚŝŽŶͶor to withstand the radicals. Such support could be a part of
ǁŝĚĞƌ ĞĨĨŽƌƚƐ ƚŽ ƐƚƌĞŶŐƚŚĞŶ ƚŚĞ ůŽĐĂů ƐŽĐŝĞƚǇ͛Ɛ ĂďŝůŝƚǇ ƚŽ ĂĐŚŝĞǀĞ ĚĞŵŽĐƌĂƚŝĐ ƚƌĂŶƐĨŽƌŵĂƚŝŽŶ ĂŶĚ ĚĞǀĞůŽƉŵĞŶƚ͘ dŚŝƐ
approach would oppose the methods used by the authoritarian system that encourages ordinary citizens to feel
responsible only to those in the ruling group (clergy, royal family, dictator, ruling party, etc.) and not to care about the
future of their country or society.

Making the societies of the Middle East part of a wider international
community through Facebook, Twitter, and other networks could decisively
influence the region͛s fight for democracy and safety from radicalization.
Recent events have demonstrated that creation of media and communication platforms that are independent
ĂŶĚ ĨƌĞĞ ĨƌŽŵ ƚŚĞ ĐŽŶƚƌŽů ŽĨ ĂƵƚŚŽƌŝƚĂƌŝĂŶ ƌĞŐŝŵĞƐ ĂŶĚ ƌĂĚŝĐĂů ŐƌŽƵƉƐ͛ ĐŽŶƚƌŽů ĐĂŶ ŵĂŬĞ ĂŶ ŝŵƉĂĐƚ ŝŶ ƚŚĞ ĨŝŐŚƚ ĨŽƌ
democracy. Making the societies of the Middle East part of a wider international community through Facebook, Twitter,
anĚŽƚŚĞƌŶĞƚǁŽƌŬƐĐŽƵůĚĚĞĐŝƐŝǀĞůǇŝŶĨůƵĞŶĐĞƚŚĞƌĞŐŝŽŶ͛ƐĨŝŐŚƚĨŽƌĚĞŵŽĐƌĂĐǇĂŶĚƐĂĨĞƚǇĨƌŽŵƌĂĚŝĐĂůŝǌĂƚŝŽŶ͘30

29

In the case of Libya, Gaddafi forces behaved just as did forces in Egypt; initially Gaddafi tried to blame violence on the opposition
ůŝŶŬĞĚǁŝƚŚƌĂĚŝĐĂů/ƐůĂŵŝĐĨŽƌĐĞƐ;ƐĞĞ͞'ĂĚĚĂĨŝůĂŵĞƐKƐĂŵĂŝŶ>ĂĚĞŶĨŽƌWƌŽƚĞƐƚƐ͕͟BBC News, Feb. 24, 2011,
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-12570279), (accessed Dec. 5, 2011). >ĂƚĞƌ͕'ĂĚĚĂĨŝ͛ƐŐŽǀĞƌŶŵĞŶƚĚĞĐůĂƌĞĚƚŚĂƚŝƚŚĂĚ
established an alliance with Islamic forces and intended to converƚ>ŝďǇĂƚŽĂŶ/ƐůĂŵŝĐƐƚĂƚĞ;͞YĂĚĚĂĨŝΖƐ^ŽŶ^ĂǇƐZĞŐŝŵĞ/Ɛ&ŽƌŐŝŶŐ
ůůŝĂŶĐĞtŝƚŚZĂĚŝĐĂů/ƐůĂŵŝƐƚƐ͕͟Fox News, Aug. 04, 2011, http://www.foxnews.com/world/2011/08/03/qaddafis-son-says-regimeis-forging-alliance-with-radical-islamists/, (accessed Dec. 5, 2011).

30

͞/ŶƚŚĞĐĂƐĞŽĨŐǇƉƚŝƚƌĞĂůůǇƉůĂǇĞĚĂĐƌŝƚŝĐĂůĨĂĐƚŽƌŝŶŐĞƚƚŝŶŐŽƵƚƚŚĞǁŽƌĚŽŶŚŽǁƚŽŽƌŐĂŶŝǌĞ͙͘dŚĞƌĞǁĂƐŽŶĞŐƌŽƵƉŝŶ Egypt
that was one of the key groups in getting people out on the street. ... Last week in a matter of days they went from 20,000 fans to
80,000 fans. ... We can see that these sites were used in order to get the word out about how to bypass checkpoints, how to get
across bridges, how to get to places where people wanted to demonstrate. So it was a critical tool in getting people out into the
ƐƚƌĞĞƚƐ͘Η͞hƉƌŝƐŝŶŐŝŶŐǇƉƚ͖DƵďĂƌĂŬ^ŚƵƚƐŽǁŶů:ĂǌĞĞƌĂ͕͟CNN Transcripts, Jan. 30, 2011,
http://transcripts.cnn.com/TRANSCRIPTS/1101/30/rs.01.html, (accessed Dec. 5, 2011).
21

Vol. 2, No.1

1

Latest Developments and Final Remarks
Continued clashes with government forces in Egypt, as well as the
advancement of Islamic parties in recent parliamentary elections
ƐŚŽǁƚŚĂƚŐǇƉƚ͛ƐĐŝǀŝůƐŽĐŝĞƚǇƐŽĨĂƌŚĂƐŶŽƚďĞĞŶĂďůĞƚŽĐƌĞĂƚĞƚŚĞ
ideological platforms necessary to move from protests toward active
ƉŽůŝƚŝĐĂů ǁŽƌŬ͘ ůƚŚŽƵŐŚ ŐǇƉƚ͛Ɛ Đŝǀŝů ƐŽĐŝĞƚǇ ƋƵŝƚĞ ĐůĞĂƌůǇ ĞǆƉƌĞƐƐĞĚ

CTX

From this point of view,

strengthening international
cooperation with civil society
groups in Egypt͙
looms even more important.

that it would no longer accept the dictatorship in Egypt and was able
ƚŽĨŽƌĐĞDƵďĂƌĂŬ͛ƐǁŝƚŚĚƌĂǁĂůĨƌŽŵƉŽǁĞƌ͕ŐǇƉƚƌĞŵĂŝŶƐŝŶĂƉĞƌŝŽĚŽĨƚƌĂŶƐŝƚŝŽŶƚŚĂƚŵĂǇďĞůŽŶŐĂŶĚĚŝĨĨŝĐƵůƚďĞĨŽƌĞ
it will realize the aspirations of the January 2011 revolution31 and prove able to form institutions which will preserve the
country from the threat of radicalization. From this point of view, strengthening international cooperation with civil
society groups in Egypt (which is the recommendation given in this article) looms even more important.
The pattern just described does not seem only to reflect the situation in Egypt, but also in most of the states of the
Middle East where the local regimes and radical groups tend to treat their own people as a threat to their power rather than
as a source of power. This attitude creates the background for radicalization. Even when well-known leaders like Mubarak are
removed, the situation in these states will not improve at once, as it will require time to completely replace old ruling
structures with new democratic institutes.32 This too is why more specific plans and approaches relevant to the new reality of
supporting the democratic aspirations of local societies is of the highest importance, and will be for a long time to come.

Irakli Mchedlishvili is a board member of the Civil Council on Defense and Security, a nongovernmental organization
based in Tbilisi, Georgia, and a member of the Combating Terrorism Working Group of the PfP Consortium of Defense
Academies and Security Studies Institutes.
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Mohamed El Baradei, a Nobel Prize laureate and Egypt's top reformist leader, said, "We'll have to keep fighting ... the revolution is
ƐƚŝůůĂǁŽƌŬŝŶƉƌŽŐƌĞƐƐ͘Η^ĂƌĂŚůĞĞďĂŶĚDĂƌũŽƌŝĞKůƐƚĞƌ͕͞ůĂƌĂĚĞŝ͗ŐǇƉƚsŽƚĞΖĞĐŝŵĂƚĞĚΖ>ŝďĞƌĂůƐ͕͟Time, Dec. 04, 2011,
http://www.time.com/time/world/article/0,8599,2101473,00.html#ixzz1fwlu54it, (accessed Dec. 5, 2011). Practically the same
thought is expressed by Emad El-Din Shahin, Henry R. Luce Associate Professor in his article where he describes the Nov. 22ʹ26,
2011, Cairo clashes and the background of the conflicƚ͘^ĞĞ͞tŚǇŐǇƉƚEĞĞĚƐĂ^ĞĐŽŶĚZĞǀŽůƵƚŝŽŶ͕͟CNN, Nov. 23, 2011,
http://edition.cnn.com/2011/11/22/opinion/shahin-egypt/index.html, (accessed Dec. 5, 2011).

32

It is true that the 2011 revolution opened the door for changes, but in Egypt old state institutions are still functioning, and change
will require a lot of time and serious effort ĨƌŽŵďŽƚŚŐǇƉƚŝĂŶƐĂŶĚŐǇƉƚ͛ƐŝŶƚĞƌŶĂƚŝŽŶĂůƉĂƌƚŶĞƌƐ;Ğ͘Ő͕͘ƐĞĞ'ĞŽƌŐĞ&ƌŝĞĚŵĂŶ͕͞dŚĞ
ŝƐƚĂŶĐĞďĞƚǁĞĞŶŶƚŚƵƐŝĂƐŵĂŶĚZĞĂůŝƚǇ͕͟STRATFOR, Feb. 14, 2011, http://www.stratfor.com/weekly/20110213-egypt-distancebetween-enthusiasm-and-ƌĞĂůŝƚǇ͕;ĂĐĐĞƐƐĞĚĞĐ͘ϱ͕ϮϬϭϭͿ͘ůƐŽƐĞĞĂƌƌǇZƵďŝŶ͕͞,ŽǁDƵĐŚŝŶŐǇƉƚ,ĂƐZĞĂůůǇŚĂŶŐĞĚ͍>ĞƐƐdŚĂŶ
/ƚ^ĞĞŵƐ͕͟American Thinker, Feb. 12, 2011, http://www.americanthinker.com/2011/02/how_much_in_egypt_has_really_c.html,
(accessed Dec. 5, 2011). From the structural point of view, revolution in Egypt is not yet finished and the continued demonstrations
ŽĨŐǇƉƚŝĂŶƐŝƐĂƉƌŽŽĨŽĨƚŚŝƐĨĂĐƚ͘^ĞĞ͕ůWĞƐƐŝŶ͕͞WƌŽƚĞƐƚĞƌƐ^ĂǇŐǇƉƚ͛ƐZĞǀŽůƵƚŝŽŶ&Ăƌ&ƌŽŵ&ŝŶŝƐŚĞĚ͕͕͟Voice of America, July 15,
2011, http://www.voanews.com/english/news/africa/Protesters-Say-Egypts-Revolution-Far-From-Finished-125664003.html,
(accessed Dec. 5, 2011).
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